Kitakyushu International Film Festival

Welcome Ceremony

The first International Film Festival
in “Kitakyushu, the City of Films”
Let's welcome film-related guests

from Japan and abroad!

Holding a welcome ceremony to welcome
guests from Japan and abroad, including Mr.
Lily Franky, the ambassador of this festival!
We will welcome our guests, such as directors
and actors of films that will be screened, and
many others.
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[Date and time[
Wed, Dec 13 from 4 pm
[Venue[
Kokura Castle Square in the front
(2-1 Jonai, Kokurakita-ku, Kitakyushu City,
Fukuoka Prefecture)
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Lily Franky, others
(information will be updated as needed
on the official website)
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Kitakyushu International Film Festival

Opening Ceremony & Opening Film

An opening ceremony for this festival. There will be stage greetings by welcome ceremony
participants. Various programs that will be held during the festival will also be introduced.
The opening film for the festival will be screened, and there will be discussions by guests
as well.

[Date and time[ Wed, Dec 13. Doors open from 5:30 pm. Program starts at 6 pm (ends around 9 pm)
[Venue] J:COM Kitakyushu Performing Arts Center Medium Theater

[Entrance Fee]1,300 yen *Same-day ticket purchases are an additional 200 yen Al students: 500 yen
*Open seating  *Same-day tickets will not be available if advanced tickets sell out.

(See p.8 for more information on purchasing tickets.)
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Born in Stockholm, Sweden. Came
toJapan atthe age of 18, and began
working in the entertainment industry
in 1989. Appeared as a fim critic on
TBS's King's Brunch and appeared
on numerous shows like J-Wave's
ALL GOOD FRIDAY. Voiced the
character of Eric Cartman in the
Japanese version of the animated
series South Park. Actively engages
in many fields, working as a narrator,
actress, and others.
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Wheels of Fate: The Story of the Rickshaw Man
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80 years since the creation of The Rickshaw Man
A documentary that follows its 4K digital restoration

The Rickshaw Man was subjected to two censorships, and its leading actress
died from an atomic bomb. This fim untangles the ill-fated fortunes that The
Rickshaw Man underwent, while following Director Masahiro Miyajima's
passion for its restoration and the journey behind its restoration that includes
crossing borders during the COVID-19 pandemic. The film will be narrated by
this festival's ambassador, Mr. Lily Franky. There will be a guest appearance
by Director Ema Ryan Yamazaki, in addition to Mr. Eric Nyari, who was
instrumental in restoring the film.
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<Check!> Guest discussion by Director Ema Ryan Yamazaki and Mr. Eric Nyari,

<Director> Ema Ryan Yamazaki
<Actors> Masahiro Miyajima, Yoshio Shirai, Ryo Tamura, Yoneo Ota
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Documentary directorEma Ryan Yamazaki

Documentary fimmaker based in New York and Tokyo. Her best-known work
includes Monkey Business: The Adventures of Curious George’s Creators and
Koshien: Japan's Field of Dreams. With a unique background that enables her to
have a Japanese heart whie understanding outside perspectives, Ema strives to
create documentaries that empathetically show human struggle and triumph.
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The Rickshaw Man[4K digital restoration is it edition]

Bando—A pi
Watch his best-known work on a big screen

The film takes place in Kokura in Kyushu at the end of the Meij era, shortly after the end of the Russo-Japanese War. It's “
an epic fimrelating the life of Matsugoro, a rickshaw driver known as “Muhomatsu.” It depicts sad yet heart-warming tales

of his life as well as his love for a woman of his dreams and sentiments behind manhood.

After unexpected events lead Matsugoro to help an army captain Kotaro Yoshioka's only son, he begins to frequent the
Yoshioka household. When Capt. Yoshioka suddenly passes away from a cold, Matsugoro dedicates himself to helping

the Yoshioka family’s widow and Kotaro, while secretly falling in love with the beautiful widow..

<Director> Hiroshi Inagaki
<Actors> Tsumasaburo Bando, Keiko Sonoi, Yasushi Nagata
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Producer:Eric Nyari

President of Cineric Creative. Born in New York and studied Japanese at Keio
University.Produced numerous new fims and documentaries. Worked on 4K
restoration projects with Director Martin Scorsese’s Foundation and Japanese film
companies on films such as Ugetsu Monogatari, Late Spring, and The Rickshaw Man.
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actor etched deeply in the history of Japanese films
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Tsumasaburo Bando
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Keiko Sonoi
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Opening Film

Wheel Of Fate

The Story of the Rickshaw Man

The Rickshaw Man

[4K digital restoration is it edition]

The Rickshaw Man was subjected twice to
censorship during the war. Instead of serving
Japan's war effort, the film took place in Kokura
and served as an entertainment, energizing its
viewers. Wheels of Fate: The Story of The
Rickshaw Man, which serves as a pair to The
Rickshaw Man, will also be screened at the
same time.

Kitakyushu City is famous for fims, but the city
experienced several large fires last year. And
there seems to be no end to conflicts in the
world. Despite the world being a chaotic place,
we will screen these two films as we pray for the
power of films to open the door to a new
generation.
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KIFF Premiere Section Screenings
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Shin Adachi

The hilarious struggles of this married couple may be a little too familiar

Shin Adachi, a screenwriter who won the Japan Academy Film Prize for Screenplay of
the Year for the film "100 Yen Love' (2014), has adapted his own semi-autobiographical
novel about his married life into a film. Gaku Hamada and Asami Mizukawa play
husband and wife in this film centering on a dysfunctional but inexplicably adorable
family. The film follows Gota, a failing screenwriter who has been married for ten years
to Chika, who feels the spark is gone from their relationship. Gota brings his wife and
young daughter along on a trip to Shikoku. Although he’s supposed to be focused on
researching for an upcoming screenplay, the couple can't help bickering constantly.

['19/Japanese/117 min]
<Director/Writer> Shin Adachi
<Actors> Gaku Hamada, Asami Mizukawa, Chise Niitsu
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This Magic Moment

2EOIZVFI—EMEEB YL - H—T1LKD

ABREHLASIC, T, chEL /UL H B L E THEESEL. E2ICH
BETHES DRI T4~ (MEFRNE)" 2B T SMEEE L
H—T4,'22F9A, IONFBICLIKBRDT 7 MUVIEHEDBAREH REY).,
BTHI-THBRONGEL o/ LEBIE BN M 2E 17 —E55T
LE22HFANIZ 72— &K BIRICH Do BISOFE AR B LE
HE MEXLERZBALN SHATVSENEE,

| check! [T RERAE T  L T )

[23-8-904]
(BB -BIA) U La-H—71

RECOMMEND

UL H—74
Kah-Wai Lim

Visiting small-scale theatres all around the country
with director Kah-Wai Lim

Lim is a self-proclaimed “cinema drifter" based in Osaka but making fims in Hong
Kong, China, the Balkans, and other locations around the world. In September 2022,
when Theatre Umeda in Osaka closed due to the coronavirus, Lim became restiess.
So, he set out on a journey to visit 22 small-scale theaters across Japan. On his trek,
he interviewed a variety of people involved in fim culture, such as theater managers
and organizers, aiming to uncover their true thoughts.

[2023/Japanese/90 min]
<Director/Writer> Kah-Wai Lim
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The KIFF Premiere Section Screenings make up the main program of the Kitakyushu International Film Festival.
These six films selected by three programmers are true treasures that are rarely played on the big screen anymore.

[Price] 1,300 yen
Same-day ticket purchases are an additional 200 yen Al students: 500 yen
[Venue] J:COM Kitakyushu Performing Arts Center Medium Theater and Kokura Showakan *Only for This Magic Moment
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The Shadowless Tower
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Zhang Lu

Film by Zhang Lu, the director of Fukuoka and Yanagawa

Gu Wentong, a middle-aged food critic, eats around local eateries with his young
photographer colleague Ouyang. Gu Wentong is a divorcé with a six-year-old
daughter, and he has also been estranged from his father for decades. He is looking
for a new perspective on life while looking back on his failures as a father, a son, and
a lover. With the passing of the seasons, people come together and go apart. But
there is one thing that doesn't change—the white tower where they would meet
sooner or later.

['23, China, 144 min]
<Director/Writer> Zhang Lu
<Actors> Xin Bai Qing, Huang Yao
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Terrestrial Verses

Japan Premiere
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Ali Asgari
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Alireza Khatami

Terrestrial Verses follows everyday people from all walks of life as they navigate the
cultural, religious, and institutional constraints imposed on them by various social
authorities, from school teachers to bureaucrats. These stirring vignettes, humorous
and affecting, capture the spirit and determination of people amidst adversity, offering
anuanced portrait of a complex society.

['23, Iran, 77 min]

<Director> Ali Asgari & Alireza Khatami

<Actors>Bahram Ark/Arghavan Shabani/Servin Zabeian/Sadaf Asgari/
Faezeh Rad/Hossein Soleymani/Majid Salehi/Farzin Mohades/
Gouhar Kheir Andish/Ardeshir Kazemi
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KIFF Premiere Section Screenings
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Do Not Expect Too Much from the End of the World
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Witty satire directed by brilliant Radu Jude

Angela, an overworked production assistant, has to drive around the city of Bucharest
to fim the casting for a "safety at work" video commissioned by a multtinational
company. On the surface, this video is being created to raise awareness among its
employees on various dangers that may lead to work-related accidents. Soon, she
meets Marian, a half-paralyzed worker, who gets the part, but..

['23, Romanian, Croatia, France, Luxembourg, 163 min]
<Director/Writer> Radu Jude
<Actors> linca Manolache
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The Buriti Flower

Japan Premiere
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Through her child's eyes, Patpro wil go through three periods of the history of her
indigenous people, in the heart of the Braziian forest. Tirelessly persecuted, but
guided by their ancestral rites, their love of nature and their fight to preserve their
freedom, the Kraho never stop inventing new forms of resistance.

['23, Brazil, Portugal, 124 min]

<Director> Jo&o Salaviza & Renée Nader Messora

<Actors>llda Patpro Krahé/Francisco Hyjné Krah6/Solane Tehtikwyj Kraho/
Raene Koto Krahd/Débora Sodré/Luzia Cruwakwyj Krahd
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It's a full-fledged special memorial screening for us to re-experience six works
created by Shinji Aoyama in the land of Kitakyushu City. They will include films
that comprise his Kitakyushu Saga Trilogy: Helpless, his first feature film;
Eureka, a film that received high praises at Cannes and around the world; and
Sad Vacation, the third and last of his three-part saga.
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[Price]With guest: 1,300 yen No guest: 1,000 yen 4-day ticket: 4,000 yen
%%Same-day ticket: additional 200 yen each Al students: 500 yen
[Venue] J: Theater out of the COM Kitakyusyu art theater /

Kokura Showa building
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Exhibit: The Chronicles of Shinji Aoyama

The exhibit explores behind-the-scenes of Aoyama's films that are still
impacting the world today. It will include scripts relating to numerous
works, including his major works like Eureka, Tokyo Park, and The
Backwater, and unfinished and unreleased fims. There will also be
valuable materials, such as original designs by an art designer,
Takeshi Shimizu, costumes actually used in films, promotional posters,
and film stills. Additionally, Kitakyushu Citizen Cinema that began with
encouragement from Director Shinji Aoyama, daily holds screenings of
rarely watched films that have not been turned into videos as well as
discussions by experts,
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Exhibit: The Chronicles of Shinji Aoyama

[Dates] December 2 (Sat) to 17 (Sun), 2023

[Venue] Kitakyushu Municipal Museum of Art, Riverwalk Gallery, 5th floor
[Host] An association that holds exhibitions of

Director Shinji Aoyama in Kitakyushu

https:/kitagcinema.com
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6th Kitakyushu Citizen Cinema Festival

: Director Shinji Aoyama Specials

[Dates] December 8 (Fri) to 10 (Sun), 2023

[Venue] Kitakyushu Municipal Museum of Art, Riverwalk Gallery, 4th floor
[Host] Kitakyushu Cinema Society (Kitakyushu Citizen Cinema Festival)
https:/kitagcinema.com
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Special Memorial Screening for Director Shinji Aoyama Return to Kit

12.14 Thu. 15:45 /12.16 Sat. 10:00

12.14 Thu. 12:45 /1217 Sun. 10:00

pective.com/ =]

1: The Soul and Life of Shinji Aoyama

12.14 Thu. 10:00 / 12.16 Sat. 13:00
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Sad Vacation
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The shocking finale of “Kitakyushu Saga”
This is the third and last of the three-part “Kitakyushu
Saga” Keniji is involved in ilegally trafficking immigrants
from China. However, he takes in a boy who lost his father
in death, and he changes his job to work as a chauffeur to
escape the hands of Chinese mafia. One day, he finds his
mother, Chiyoko, in a shipping company who had
abandoned him, and he begins to work there, but
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<Director/Writer> Shinji Aoyama

<Actors> Tadanobu Asano, Eri Ishida, Aoi Miyazaki,
Joe Odagiri, Maho Toyota, Yuka Itaya, Youichiro Saito
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Living In Your Sky

©2020 HGH BROW CINEMA
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Woman's heart that sways in love

Naomi works in a publishing house in the suburbs. When
her parents suddenly pass away, her uncle and his wife
arrange her to move into a high-rise building with her black
cat, Haru. One day, she meets a famous actor, Tokito
Morinori, who lives in the same high-rise, and they start a
strange relationship. This became the final fim produced
by Director Aoyama before his death
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<Original Story> Masato Odake

<Director/Writer> Shinji Aoyama - <Writer> Chihiro lkeda

<Actors> Mikako Tabe, Yukino Kishii, Rie Mimura, Takanori Iwata,

Yoichirou Saito Yo Takahashi

1215 Fri. 15:00 / 12.16 Sat. 18:30
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Backwater
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Sex and desire. Bringing out the deepest
darkness hidden in humans.
Its a fim based on a novel by Shinya Tanaka that won
Akutagawa Prize. Toma is in high school and lives in
Shimonoseki with his father and his father's lover. His father
has a sex fetish of beating women during sex. Toma sleeps
many times with his girfriend who he grew up with. As they
continue their relationship, Toma realizes that he has inherited
the same disgusting trait as his father whom he hates...
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<Original Story> Shinya Tanaka
<Director> Shinji Aoyama <Writer> Haruhiko Arai

<Actors> Masaki Suda, Misaki Kinoshita, Ken Mitsuishi,
Yuko Tanaka
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Tokyo Koen
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Love story featuring Haruma Miura
Koiji, a college student aiming to become a photographer, is
living with a ghost that only he can see. He takes photos of
families at a park, but one day he is approached by a man
who he doesn't know. Kojiis perplexed by this man's request
to shadow his wife and take her pictures. It's a refreshing love:
story in which Director Aoyama ventured into new grounds.
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<Original Story> Yukiya Shoji

<Director/Writer> Shinji Aoyama

<Writer>Masaaki Uchida, Norihiko Goda

<Actors> Haruma Miura, Nana Eikura, Manami Konishi,
Haruka Igawa, Youichiro Saito
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Helpless
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Director Aoyama's first feature film
that won high reviews from overseas

This s the debut fim by Shinji Aoyama as a director and is the first of
his “Kitakyushu Saga." The story takes place in 1989 with the main
character, Kenj, who is in high school. Kenj looks up to Yasuo, a
yakuza huster, who gets out on parole. Yasuo, however, doesn't
beleve that his group was disbanded nor that his boss had died. He
kils the elder member of the gang, asks Kenji to look after Yuri, his
younger sister, and a shoulder bag, and goes to look for his boss...
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<Director/Writer> Shinji Aoyama

<Actors> Tadanobu Asano, Kaori Tsuji, Ken Mitsuishi,
Youichiro Saito
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Eureka
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Breakthrough film that spread the fame of

Director Aoyama throughout the world
Part two of “Kitakyushu Saga” that received high praise in the
Cannes Fim Festival. Naoki and Kozue are brother and sister,
and they share an experience of their bus being carjacked
when they were small. Everyone on the bus except for them
and the bus driver, Sawai, were kiled. They are traumatized.
But in order to start living their lives again, they go on a
journey without a clear destination with the siblings' cousin.
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<Director/Writer> Shinji Aoyama

<Actors> Koji Yakusho, Aoi Miyazaki,
Masaru Miyazaki, Youichiro Saito
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SPACE PIRATE CAPTAIN HARLOCK
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Adieu Galaxy Express 999

GLEWI MATSUMOTO/CAPTAIN HARLOCK Film Partners
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Astounding, eye-catching visuals
Star-studded cast voices the characters of this fim
based on a manga series created by Leiji Matsumoto
some 30 years ago. In an era when humans have
expanded to the far comers of the galaxy, a war erupts
over the right to live on the earth. Captain Harlock, a
captain of a battle cruiser that was built as the last hope
for mankind, disappears with the end of the war and..
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<Director> Shinji Aramaki

<Writer> Harutoshi Fukui, Kiyoto Takeuchi
<Voice Actors> Shun Oguri, Haruma Miura,

Yu Aoi, Arata Furuta
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The end of the Machine Empire
Two years have passed since the beginning of the
journey to Andromeda, and the battle between humans
and the machine people continues. Tetsuro Hoshino
receives a message from Maetel and decides to board
999 again. But while Tetsuro was on the planet
Larmetal , he heard an unbelievable rumor that Maetel
had become the queen of the Machine Empire.
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<Director> Rintaro <Writer> Hiroyasu Yamaura
<Voice Actors> Masako Nozawa, Masako lkeda,
Kaneta Kimotsuki
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Galaxy Express 999
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Massive success of the rebuilt “Andromeda Edition”
A future where humans have eternal life by tuming
their bodies into machines. Tetsuro Hoshino, a boy
who cannot afford @ machine body, longs to get on
Galaxy Express 999, a space train heading to a
planet that will give him a machine body for free. But
when Tetsuro's mother is killed by Count Mecha, he
vows to obtain eternal life and take revenge.
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<Director> Rintaro <Writer> Shiro Ishimori
<Voice Actors> Masako Nozawa, Masako lkeda,
Kaneta Kimotsuki
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The Demon The Shadow Within Zero Focus
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The world of children distorted by adults' ego
Sokichi, a man who runs a print shop with his wife, has
three illegitimate children with his mistress named
Kikuyo. When his business is ruined, Sokichi can no
longer afford to care for Kikuyo. One day, enraged
Kikuyo visits Sokichi's home with her children and... It's
a fim made from a short story based on a real story
Seicho Matsumoto heard from a prosecutor.
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<Original Story> Seicho Matsumoto

<Director> Yoshitaro Nomura

<Writer> Masato Ide

<Actors> Shima Iwashita, Ken Ogata, Mayumi Ogawa
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Does a 6-year-old have an intent to kill?

A married office worker runs into a woman from his
hometown. She's a beautiful woman who has lost her
husband in death and is now living with her 6-year-old
son. He's attracted to her, and they have an affair. But
he starts becoming paranoid that her son is trying to
kil him. It's a forbidden love story with strong sex
scenes.
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<Original Story> Seicho Matsumoto

<Director> Yoshitaro Nomura

<Writer> Shinobu Hashimoto

<Actors> Shima Iwashita, Go Kato, Mayumi Ogawa
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A newly married husband disappears. The truth reveals...
Kenichi is @ man who works at an advertising agency.
Seven days after getting married, he goes on a business
frip to Kanazawa and disappears. His wife, Sadako, heads
to Kanazawa on her own to investigate but can't find any
clues. Later, it's revealed that Kenichi used to be a police
officer, and a surprising truth comes to light. A remake of
the fim directed by Isshin Inudo was also released in 2009.
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<Original Story> Seicho Matsumoto

<Director> Yoshitaro Nomura

<Actors> Yoshiko Kuga, Hizuru Takachiho, Ineko Arima
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Mr.Leiji Matsunmpite:ss
Memorial Screenings
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Leiji Matsumoto is a manga artist who created masterpieces that are
still talked about today, such as Space Pirate Captain Harlock and
Galaxy Express 999. He spent his youth in Kitakyushu. He traveled to
the sea of stars on February 13, 2023, at the age of 85. We will pay

tribute to Mr. Matsumoto by screening three of his works.
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[Price] 1,0000 yen

*Same-day ticket purchases are an additional 200 yen
%Al students: 500 yen

[Venue] Cineplex Kokura
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Mr.Jun Miura's
Film Picks
Matsumoto Seich
Film Screenings @
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Jun Miura, a manga artist and illustrator known for being cultured
with extensive knowledge of various fields, will introduce movies
based on books by Seicho Matsumoto, a Kitakyushu native and one
of Japan's leading authors. Three selected films will be screened,

and a video message by Mr. Jun Miura will be aired.

[#1£] 1000/ UEIFE200ME #4132 T500M

[£15] JCOMALAMEMRILS \Bit5

[Price] 1,000 yen
*Same-day ticket purchases are an additional 200 yen
Al students: 500 yen

[Venue]J:COM Kitakyushu Performing Arts Center Play House
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Otakus in Love

©2004[BOM WIFEES

RIFREN
BFEE=MREIXTL Y7 HOL
PR ETEEMBL—E—, B CEHE%
HECEARPUL. N MEDFEETIE S ELT:
EohIPS—REBRI L o [FilHiET
TP )AL | DEEBERRD . AN= T
FHA L EBIRT A DEHERLL 12,

Love runs wild!

A wholesome romance and coming-of-age movie
about a self-proclaimed manga artist and an office
worker who loves cosplay. After a chance encounter
at his part-time job, Mon Aoki, who draws manga
using rocks, spends a night with Koino Akashi. Hideaki
Anno of "Neon Genesis Evangelion" was in charge of
the mechanical design and animation direction.
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<Original Story> Jun Hanyunyuu
<Director/Writer/Actor> Suzuki Matsuo
<Actors> Ryuhei Matsuda, Wakana Sakai,
Shinobu Otake
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Director

Director Suzuki Matsuo, native of Kitakyushu, is a
writer, director, actor, and filmmaker with a diverse
range of talents. His directorial debut, "Otakus in Love',
was selected to be shown at the Venice International
Film Festival and was enthusiastically received by
audiences. Enjoy its comeback to the big screen.
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[Price] 1,000 yen *Same-day ticket purchases are
an additional 200 yen *All students: 500 yen
[Venue] J:COM Kitakyushu Performing Arts Center
Play House
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My Broken Mariko
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Traveling with a friend reduced to bones
The fim is based on a comic book that was so popular it
began reprinting immediately after its release. The story
follows office worker Tomoyo Shino, who learns from a
news broadcast that her best friend Mariko has died.
Armed with a knife, Tomoyo visits Mariko's parents' home
and steals her remains. She then sets off on a trip to the
cape that Mariko had once told her she wanted to visit.
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<Original Story> Waka Hirako
<Director/Writer> Yuki Tanada

<Actors> Mei Nagano, Nao, Masataka Kubota
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Spirited Away
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History-making anime that broke numerous records
Chihiro and her parents are moving to a new

neighborhood, but they accidentally enter and get

lost in a world of gods. Her parents are turned into

pigs for breaking a rule. To rescue them, Chihiro

takes on a job working in Yubaba's bathhouse. It's a

movie that became the second highest-grossing film

in Japan, grossing a record of 31.6 billion yen.
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<Original Story/Director/Writer> Hayao Miyazak
<Music> Joe Hisaishi

<Voice Actors> Rumi Hiiragi, Miyu Irino, Mari Natsuki,

Ryunosuke Kamiki
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Stand by Me
(AFBEFHIR)

©1986 COLUMBIA PICTURES INDUSTREES, INC. ALL RIGHTS RESERVED.
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Monumental coming-of-age story
A nostalgic coming-of-age story that has been talked
about for many years. Four twelve-year-old boys from
a small town in Oregon each have their own family
problems. They hear a rumor that a dead body that
has been struck by a train has been left in a location
30 km from their town. The four set out to look for the
body with worries and excitement in their hearts.
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<Original Story> Stephen King

<Director> Rob Reiner

<Actors> Wil Wheaton, River Phoenix
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Director )
Yuki Tanada °_
Selection A
Film Screening

Director Yuki Tanada, a Kitakyushu native, not only
directs films and TV dramas, but also creates commer-
cials, writes novels, and more creative pursuits. We will
screen Tanada's latest film, "My Broken Mariko", for
which she was awarded Best Screenwriter at the 26th
Fantasia International Film Festival
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[Price] 1,300 yen %Same-day ticket purchases are
an additional 200 yen Al students: 500 yen
[Venue] Kokura Showakan

Stamirc s IH B Eotes

SFCH OIS — TN IR
<

KERICEBHERVETEDIR—
HE-OVR>DINT )y T RIS
BEIEORAREDVELZ—TILIE FU
RT=IUSBID L AOT 1 EHE D B
B2 NEZREY RS TF —MIAT 7=
ZEDSREREICW SN B, BRHETH S
LU 2 NIFREEERB T B

An unforgettable tale of puppy love
Daniel, a shy boy who goes to a public school in
London, England, meets Melody, a girl who also goes
to the same school. The two are attracted to each
other, and they skip school to go on a date. They're
scolded by their principal as a result, and are now
shut out by their parents and teachers. They decide to
get married, but.
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<Director> Waris Hussein <Writer> Alan Parker
<Actors> Jack Wild, Mark Lester
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We conducted a survey of about 660 people from a wide range of
age groups in Kitakyushu and Fukuoka City. We will screen the top
three films: Spirited Away, popular among people in their 10s and
20s; Stand by Me, popular among people in their 30s, 40s, and 50s;
and Melody, popular among people in their 60s and above.
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[Price] 1,000 yen *Same-day ticket purchases are an additional 200 yen
Al students: 500 yen
[Venue] J:COM Kitakyushu Performing Arts Center Play House
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The Kitakyushu Film Commission enthusiastically attracts and supports the production of films, dramas,
and other projects in Kitakyushu, living up to the motto, "Kitakyushu, the City of Films." They have

fully brought in and given support to many pr n and other countries. The two most
recent films shot entirely on | on in Kitakyushu d here at the val. You can look
forward to special guest appearances from members of the films at each of the screenings
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Kitakyushu Film Commission Supported Films Screenings

Dreaming in Between

1300 #4E#S200MH  #F4EE2T5004
JCOMALALM=ATREIS /B35
[Price] 1,300 yen *Same-day ticket purchases are an additional 200 yen
Al students: 500 yen
[Venue] J:COM Kitakyushu Performing Arts Center Play House
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point in one's life.

Reassessing the past, for the sake of the future

The film is directed by cutting-edge director Ryutaro Ninomiya,
whois also a prolific actor. He wrote the main role specifically for
Ken Mitsuishi, who he has expressed deep respect for. Shot in
Kitakyushu, the fim warmly depicts the frustrations, difficulties,
and hope of taking a new step forward after reaching a turning

EAEE
Miyu Yoshimoto
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Shuhei Suenaga, the vice principal of a part-time high school in
Kitakyushu, eats almost every day in a restaurant where his
& former student, Minami, works. One day, Shuhei suddenly gets
up and leaves without paying. Nearing retirement, he has been
diagnosed with a disease that will deteriorate his memory and he
can no longer accept his current way of living. He is in a loveless
marriage, his daughter ignores him, his students dislike him, and
he has grown apart from the old friends with whom he spent his
youth. At this crucial tumning point, he decides to stop and
reassess his relationships for the sake of his future.
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<Director/Writer> Ryutaro Ninomiya

<Actors> Ken Mitsuishi, Miyu Yoshimoto, Haruka Kudo,
Maki Sakai, Yutaka Matsushige

HRDER(T—IWETLZIT)

Dear Kitakyushu

1300 #4E#$200MH FEF2T5009 JCOMALAMZATRIS FRIS
[Price] 1,300 yen 3Same-day ticket purchases are an additional 200 yen *¢All students: 500 yen
[Venue] J:COM Kitakyushu Performing Arts Center Medium Theater
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World Premiere

=7V Tk
Mark Siwat

Entrancing the world
Thai "boys' love" from Kitakyushu

Thailand's "boys' love" fims, which are romance stories
spotiighting gay relationships, have exploded in popularity in
Asia and Japan. Shot in Kitakyushu, this film is a unique
addition to the genre. The fim stars Mark Siwat, an
up-and-coming actor whose fame skyrocketed with the
online series "Love by Chance" (2018). His co-star, Sota
Uemura, garnered a loyal teenaged fanbase after his
appearance in ABEMA's ' Love You Today."

This international love story begins when a man from Thailand
visits Japan on business and has a fateful encounter with a
Japanese man, who he falls in love with. It features many
scenes shot in Kitakyushu, including the Wakato Bridge
area, Tomigahana, Tanga Market, and THE STEEL HOUSE
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<Director> David Bigander
<Actors> Mark Siwat, Sota Uemura
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BE:FIRST
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BE:the ONE

BE:FIRST Live Performance

Documentary Film
BE:the ONE
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A screening of BE:FIRST's first live performance documentary film! At

the screening, the film's producer, Kentaro Suzuki, will be interviewed
by Fukuoka-based Gohei Miyoshi, who is involved in a wide range of

BE:the ONE

BE:the ONE

[£35] JCOMALAM=AMTRIS FElS
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[Price] 1,300 yen 3 Day-of ticket purchases are an additional 200 yen Al students: 500 yen
[Venue] J:COM Kitakyusyu Performing Arts Center Medium Theater
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Kentaro Suzuki
In 2007, he joined the Video Business Division of avex Entertainment.
In 2009, he participated in the launch of the mobile video distribution
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BE:FIRST, their amazing journey from auditions to today

business BeeTV (now dTV). In 2020, dTV's live-action drama
directed and written by Europe Kikaku's Suwa Masashi, "BE LOVE',
based on a song from Kis-My-Ft2's sub-unit consisting of Yuta
Tamamori and Toshiya Miyata, became the number one trending
topic on Twitter worldwide.

BEFIRST wowed audiences with their incredible growth on their first world tour, "BE:FIRST 1st
One Man Tour *BE:1" 2022-2023" In addition to footage of fantastic live performances from
their tour, this documentary explores their origins on the music competition reality show, "THE
FIRST," includes revealing interviews with each member, and takes viewers behind the scenes
on their tour. A special performance of their song "Message -Acoustic Ver-", filmed in Korea
before they embarked on their world tour, can only be seen in this film. Experience BEFIRST's
unforgettable performances immortalized on the big screen.

[23-5%-104%]

projects related to film, culture, and the arts. Suzuki will discuss the

apprehension and excitement behind filming "BE:the ONE," plus other
exclusive insights from his perspective as a producer.
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Manager of Kokura Meigaza"
Shinichiro Marutani

Took over the operation of Kokura
Meigaza in 2022 As a local business
ownerhe promotes new ways to
utiize the plethora of movie theaters
built during Japan's period of high
economic growth.In addition to movie
screeningshe organizes burlesque
showsrap battles, comedy events,
and much more.

[ =0k K= e JRVARSH
(Hi7#) SOTA “SHUNTO “MANATO “RYUHEI “JUNON./RYOKI “LEO
<Directors> Oh Yoon Dong, Kim Hamin ~ <Producer> SKY-HI

<Actors> SOTA, SHUNTO, MANATO, RYUHEI, JUNON, RYOKI, LEO
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Gohei Miyoshi
Based in Fukuoka, he plans, produces, and writes on projects
related to fim, culture, and the arts. He is involved in a variety of
projects that transcend the boundaries between the public and
private sectors. He is the president of Sanseisha and the chairman
of Asian Film Joint.

BEEHAICHRE - L XMCEbha 70
T MNERDICRE- I BESTEI 1T
BRERBDIBIREMA TH2B 7OV 17
1T, ZFEER. Asian Fim Joint E52,

business in 2022.

Located in front of JR Kokura Station, Kokura Meigaza is a long-established adult movie theater that has
been in business for over 40 years. On the first floor, they run "pink films" or softcore porn, while the second
floor houses Kyushu's only theater specializing in gay films. The iconic building has become something of
a cultural heritage site. Enjoy two films selected by the cinema's manager, Marutani, who took over the

[Price] 1,300 yen *Same-day ticket purchases are an additional 200 yen Al students: 500 yen
[Venue] J:COM Kitakyushu Performing Arts Center Play House
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Play Room
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Goodbye Boy
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A legendary stripper and five irreverent directors
Miho Wakabayashi, a renowned actress and stripper, stars in this
omnibus fiim featuring sequences from five ireverent Japanese
directors: Nario, Mayu Nakamura, Hiroyuki Matsukage, Makoto
Sasaki and Takuya Fukushima. This fim festival wil screen
"Nadowa," "LION," and "Floating" Talented actors like Kiyohiko
Shibukawa and Hinako Saeki add their own unique flavor to these
impactful vignettes.
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Departures" director Yojiro Takita's only gay porn film
This fim's director, Yojiro Takita, also directed "Departures’ (2008), which
won Best Foreign Language Film at the 81st Academy Awards and the
32nd Japan Academy Fim Prize for Picture of the Year. ‘Goodbye Boy*
is one of his rare early works. This upbeat comedy with a lively tempo is
colored by the trends, music, and energy of the 1980s. The cast includes
an actor crucial to Takita's body of work, Ren Ohsugi, who passed away
in2018. In this fim, he makes an appearance wearing a leotard.

[18-B-525] [BEh] (&8 FUA ~

[LIONJ (B=%) #AR&iE2 ~ [Floating] (B5E) 1253
<'Nadowa'" Director> Nario

<"LION" Director> Hiroyuki Matsukage

<"Floating” Director> Takuya Fukushima
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<Director> Yojiro Takita <Writer> Isao Takagi

<Actors> Tatsuya Nagatomo, Yasuhiro Tsushima, Ren Ohsugi
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Screening of "Riding Uphill" &

[=145] /vERBFRE

special lecture with director Kan Eguchi and Hiroyuki Yamanaka

Fukuoka-bom director Kan Eguchi, whose Netflix drama "Sanctuary" had a huge impact on audiences, will
deliver a special lecture on film-making. His debut film, "Riding Uphill" will be screened, and he will discuss his
thoughts on the film, the reasons he chose to film in Kyushu, and more. Director Eguchi will be joined by Hiroyuki
Yamanaka, Senior Editor at Nikkei Business, whose interview with the director has garnered a lot of attention.

*Director Kan Eguchi will appear via online streaming.

[Price] With guest: 1,300 yen *Day-of ticket purchases are an additional 200 yen *All students: 500 yen

[Venue] Kokura Showakan
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Kan Eguchi

Bom in Fukuoka and a graduate of Fukuoka High School. Graduated
from the Kyushu University of Industry and the Arts (Currently the School
of Design at Kyushu Universiy). In 1997, he founded the fim production
company KOO-KI, which won awards at the Cannes Lions Intemnational
Festival of Creativity from 2007 to 2009. In 2018, he planned and directed
*Riding Uphil' and "Mentai Priri" in 2019. That same year, he directed the
fim "THE FABLE" and in 2021, he directed and co-wrote the script for
“THE FABLE: The Killer Who Doesnit Kill" In 2023, he directed the Netfix
drama "Sanctuary; which ranked frstin Japan and sixth globally. In 2023,
he planned, co-wrote the script for, and directed "MENTAI PIRIRI -Pansy
Flowers-" Outside the realm of fim-making, in 2020, he came up with the
idea for and produced a phone app called KaraMeter, which helps o
unify spiciness ratings. Their current users total over 70,000 KaraMeter:
hitps:fkarameter com/
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Riding Uphill

A manin his forties reinvents himself through bicycle racing

The fim is set in Kokura in Fukuoka Prefecture, the birthplace of bicycle
racing, and follows a former professional baseball player who tries to
reinvent himself as a bicycle racer. This was Eguchi's commercial film
debut, and he would go on to produce hits such as "THE FABLE" series
and Netfix's "Sanctuary."

Hamashima (Kenichi Abe), a former professional baseball player who
has been lving a lfe of seff-indulgence since retiring from the sport,
enrolls in a bicycle racing school on the recommendation of an
acquaintance. However, his instructors are much harsher than he
expected. In the midst of all this, he meets his hard-working classmate
Hisamatsu (Shodai Fukuyama), and begins to see himself in a new light.
Witness Eguchi's roots, which would eventually lead to "Sanctuary."
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Asian Film Festival of Dallas
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2017-++
2017-+

Special screening, 42nd Yufuin Cinema Festival
Special screening, Focus on Asia Fukuoka
International Film Festival
-Special invitation, TOKUSHIMA INTERNATIONAL
FILM FESTIVAL
2018:+Asian Film Festival of Dallas
2018:--OKINAWA INTERNATIONAL MOVIE FESTIVAL
2018:--KYOTO INTERNATIONAL FILM FESTIVAL
2021:+-Milano International FICTS Fest Mention d'
Honneur
2021--:Sport Film Festival Rotterdam Best World Cinema
Award

2018+

<Director> Kan Eguchi  <Writer> Tomoki Kanazawa <Actors> Kenichi Abe, Shodai Fukuyama
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film industry.There

Speaking with Chizue Yamagiwa & students

on film production

Daihachi Yoshida, Shigenori Miki, Takuji Higuchi, Lily Franky

An open discussion exchanging ideas about flmmaking between
Chizue Yamagiwa, local students and professionals involved in the

is sure to be immensely valuable information for

young aspiring filmmakers and anyone interested in filmmaking.
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[Price] Free
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Daihachi
Yoshida
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Born in 1963, Yoshida worked as a commercial director after
graduating from university. After making several short fims, he
made his feature fim debut in 2007 with "FUNUKE Show
Some Love, You Losers!" He won the Best Picture Award and
the Best Director Award at the 36th Japan Academy Awards
for "The Kirishima Thing" (2012). He also won the Best Director
Award at the 38th Japan Academy Awards for “Pale Moon"
(2014)
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Born in 1969, Shigenori Miki is a fim cameraman who
graduated from the Japan School of Moving Images (now the
Japan Academy of Moving Images) and studied under
Osame Maruike. He worked on Gakuryu Ishi's "‘Punk Samurai
Slash Down'" (2018) as an assistant cinematographer, and
also worked as a lighting technician on ‘In a Lonely Planet"
(Dir. Takefumi Tsutsui/2011), “Go See The Fall' (Dir. Shuichi
Okita/2014), and "She is Alone" (Dir. Natsuki Nakagawa/2018).

ROsh
Takuji
Higuchi
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A member of the Furutachi Project since 1989, Higuchi has
worked as a broadcast writer on "Sanma's Super Karakuri
TV,""Let's Go to School!" and "Masahiro Nakai's Smile Friday."
He handled various roles on “Waratte litomo!* In 2012, he
made his debut as an author with the novel "Please Marry My
Wife!

[Venue] J:COM Kitakyushu Performing Arts Center Theatre
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Bornin 1963 in the Kokura area of Kitakyushu City in Fukuoka
Prefecture, he is the author of his first full-length novel, "Tokyo
Tower: Mom and Me, and Sometimes Dad" which sold over 2
milion copies and won the 2006 Honya Taisho Award. He
has received numerous awards as an actor, including the

Palme dor at the 71st Cannes International Film Festival for his
starring role in “Shopilifters" (Dir. Hirokazu Kore-eda/2018).
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